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to be reborn in Iberian America, after being defeated so resoundingly in East-
ern Europe? What went wrong with our governments and our people? The 
explanations are many and each is reviewed separately in an essay entitled 
“The Continent of Hope.”53 However, one clear explanation is that poverty-
related issues continue to persist throughout the region, even though we live 
in the richest continent on the planet. Weary of misery and social injustice, 
the people of Iberian America opened the door to Marxism in search for a 
solution to specific and pressing problems. However, the FSP has been unable 
to solve them. The crisis continues and will grow even worse.

The final struggle against the Sāo Paulo Forum began on 1 March 
2008. It is a historic opportunity to defeat Castro-communism once and for 
all, and an opportunity to initiate an exciting quest for development and 
industrialization. It also is an opportunity to rescue the values inherent in 
Christian-Western civilization, of which we are proud to be a part; an oppor-
tunity to make our continent a paradise where love and solidarity prevail; an 
opportunity to remedy past mistakes by enthusiastically working to solve the 
problems of the neediest; and an opportunity to build a fair and fruitful soci-
ety where people can develop, live in peace with their loved ones and achieve 
happiness.

53.	 Peña A. (2006). “El Continente de la Esperanza,” Ibíd.
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July 2000
To the Attorney General of the Republic:
My name is Alejandro Peña-Esclusa. I am an engineer by profes-

sion, a Venezuelan citizen of legal age and bearer of Citizen Identity Card 
No. 3,753,933.  Acting in compliance with the Constitution of the Bolivar-
ian Republic of Venezuela, specifically the obligation incumbent upon every 
Venezuelan to honor and defend the country, its symbols and cultural values, 
and to safeguard and protect the sovereignty, nationality, territorial integrity, 
self-determination and interests of the nation, as provided for in Article 130 
of the Constitution and Article 322 therein, which stipulates that “national se-
curity is an essential realm and responsibility of the State.. and defense of the 
nation is the duty of all Venezuelans...situated within the territorial bounds of 
the country,” I respectfully request that you, as a Venezuelan with the afore-
mentioned obligations, and the office under your command, investigate, take 
action and enforce the law to the fullest extent with respect to the events de-
scribed below, which are of serious concern to all Venezuelans.

1. The delivery of money to Colombian guerrillas by the Ven-
ezuelan government, money that belongs to the people of Ven-
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ezuela (reported by the former director of DISIP, Jesus Urdaneta 
Hernández)
2. A neutral position and offer of asylum to an enemy of the country. 
3. Membership in an organization of which an enemy of Venezu-
ela is a member (the São Paulo Forum)
4. Venezuelan weapons confiscated from the guerrillas
5. Declaration of a change in attitude of the part of the President of 
Venezuela with respect to the guerrillas, admitting implicitly that 
he has been a friend, when his attitude should be one of invariable 
opposition towards a declared enemy. 

I
Warnings Based on Fact

As reported on 13 June of this year by the Venezuelan daily 
newspaper El Universal (Appendix A), the former director of DISIP, Com-
mander Jesús Urdaneta Hernández, reported having received orders from 
the government to turn over 300 thousand dollars in public funds to Colom-
bian guerrillas.  He added, “The President has been in favor of the guerrillas 
and has always wanted to give them weapons.” If these claims prove to be 
true, the situation is serious, particularly because the guerrillas in Colombia 
are enemies of the Venezuelan people.  The facts speak for themselves.  Co-
lombian subversives assassinate, kidnap and extort Venezuelans.  In terms 
of legal recourse, Venezuela has set up military theaters of operation along 
the border with Colombia, mainly to combat Colombian guerrillas in that 
part of the country. There is evidence of this in statements made to the Ven-
ezuelan press on 19 January 1997 by then Minister of Defense General Pe-
dro Nicolás Valencia Vivas, when he announced that Military Theater of 
Operations No. 2 had been established in response to an anguished petition 
from the community in Tachira for a solution to the wave of kidnappings 
and other crimes being committed by Colombian guerrillas.  According to 
Minister Valencia Vivas, that theater of operations was subject to a special 
legal regime backed by a military court (Appendix B). This leaves no doubt 
that Colombian guerrillas are enemies of Venezuela. It also clearly indicates 
that we have been at war with them and still are, inasmuch as the theaters of 
operation remain active and in force. 
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According to an article published in the Venezuelan daily newspa-
per El Nacional on 23 February 1999, under the title “Chávez Offers Asylum 
to Colombian Guerrillas” (Appendix C), the President of Venezuela indicated, 
“if a Colombian soldier falls back, in any condition, wounded or not, we will 
attend to him; if a Colombian guerrillas falls back, we will do the same, be-
cause he is a combatant in an internal conflict in which we are neutral.” This 
statement is serious and contrary to national interests, because the President 
is offering asylum in our country to an enemy under the same conditions that 
apply to a friendly soldier. Moreover, he has declares himself neutral in the 
conflict between the guerrillas and the Colombian government,  when the 
guerrillas are clearly enemies of Venezuela, as illustrated above. 

An Associated Press (AP) cable that appeared in several national 
newspapers on 30 May 1995, including El Nuevo Pais (Appendix D), says 
Hugo Chávez joined an organization known as the São Paulo Forum, which 
includes organizations such as the National Liberation Army (ELN) and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). This information was 
confirmed by a leader of the ELN, Pablo Beltrán, in an interview on 17 No-
vember 1999 with Globovisión, a Venezuelan television channel (Appendix 
E), when he confirmed that the ELN and President Chávez are part of the 
São Paulo Forum and meet regularly to “exchange opinions”. At a press con-
ference held last June in Caracas, the FARC leader Raul Reyes said he and 
President Chávez both attended the summit of the São Paulo Forum in El 
Salvador (Appendix F). 

On 11 June 2000, General Fernando Tapias, Commander of the 
Armed Forces of Colombia, showed the media an arsenal that had been seized 
from Colombian guerrillas (Appendix G). The weapons bore the seal of the 
Armed Forces of Venezuela.  Presumably, they were confiscated during only 
one military incursion against the guerrillas; there are many more still in the 
hands of Colombian subversives.  

On 21 July 2000, according to El Universal, President Chávez 
warned he would “close the door on Colombia’s guerrillas if they are shown to 
have been involved in Richard Boulton’s kidnapping.” (Appendix H).  In other 
words, up to that point, the President had not treated them as the enemy.  
Once again, Hugo Chávez acted contrary to national interests by affording 
friendly treatment to those who have declared themselves to be enemies of 
Venezuela, as illustrated above.
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II
Legal Recourse

Pursuant to the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Ven-
ezuela, specifically Article 130 on the duty of Venezuelans to honor and de-
fend their country, Article 322 which says that although national security is 
the province of the state, its defense is the responsibility of all Venezuelans, 
and Article 285, Section 5, with respect to the powers of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office to do whatever is necessary to hold public servants liable for their 
actions from a civil, labor, military, criminal, administrative or disciplinary 
standpoint, we request that you undertake this investigation, in exercise of 
your authority,  and that respective charges be filed in the Venezuelan courts, 
if warranted. 

Article 232 of the Constitution outlines liability for the actions of 
the President, who is obliged to ensure and guarantee the rights and liberties 
of Venezuelans, and the independence, integrity, sovereignty and defense of 
the country.  In other words, the events motivating this request involve re-
sponsibilities and obligations the President is duty-bound to protect.  

Article 327 of the Constitution says that borders must receive pri-
ority attention and the principles of national security must be applied. The 
Constitution also says that military criminal jurisdiction is an integral part of 
the judicial branch of government and is limited to crimes of a military nature.  
The scope of military jurisdiction, its organization and modes of operation are 
governed by the accusatory system, pursuant to the Military Code of Justice.

Article 11 of the Code of Military Justice, which is part of our 
legislation, says, “Investigations into the origin and other circumstances of 
military infractions and the proceedings that apply are mandatory and indis-
pensable.”   In Article 6, the Code indicates: “No one may be tried in a military 
court for offenses other than those determined and penalized herein...” More-
over, Article 22 states: “The proceedings in military trials are ordinary and 
extraordinary, depending on whether they are undertaken during peacetime, 
during war or during a time when civil liberties have been suspended.”

According to Article 56 of the Military Code of Justice, “For the 
effects of this section and Section VIII, it shall be understood that a state of 
war exists when war has been declared or when it exists in fact, even if not pre-
ceded by an official declaration of war.”  There is a “de facto war” in Venezuela, 
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inasmuch as military theaters of operation have been set up in response to an 
imminent and constant threat posed to the region in the form of continuous 
and sustained attacks by an enemy. This doctrine is commonly accepted in our 
courts. Therefore, crimes that might require a state of war to be prosecuted 
may be prosecuted as such when they involve the declared enemy in these 
military theaters of operation. 

Article 123 of the Code of Military Justice indicates that military 
jurisdiction includes, among others, Venezuelan territory, military infrac-
tions committed by military personnel or civilians, and all cases involving the 
criminal offenses determined by the Code. Article 464, Sections 1, 2, 15, 18 
and 20, outline the crimes that are regarded as treasons and are included in 
this compliant; namely, 

1. “Constitute part of enemy forces.” In light of what has been said, 
President Chávez would be a member of the same organization to which the 
FARC and the ELN belong (the São Paulo Forum). 

2. “Facilitate entry of an outside enemy into Venezuelan territory 
or any advancement of its armed forces.”  The facts show that President Chávez 
offered asylum and protection to Colombian guerrillas, which is the same as 
“facilitating the entry of an outside enemy of Venezuela.”

15. “Divulge news that creates panic, discouragement or disor-
der aboard ships or among the troops, even if true, provided a decision has 
been made to keep it confidential, or that tends to encourage the dispersion 
of troops in face of the enemy, or commit any act that might have similar 
consequences.” When President Chávez said he would “close the door to the 
guerrillas,” the implication was that his attitude had been friendly up to that 
point.  This would generate confusion and disappointment among Venezuelan 
troops who fight and risk their lives in the theaters of operation created pre-
cisely to combat the Colombian subversion. 

18. “Serve as an enemy spy or hide, help to hide or safeguard an 
enemy spy or agent, if that person is known to be a spy or enemy agent.”  In 
other words, offering asylum to a Colombian guerilla, as President Chávez 
publically offered to do, is the same as “safeguarding an enemy agent.”

20. “Provide the enemy with means to harass the country or to un-
dermine its defense mechanisms.”  As indicated earlier, Commander Urdan-
eta complained he had been order to deliver funds to the guerillas and added 
that President Chávez “always wanted to provide weapons to the subversion 
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in Colombia.”  If proven to be true, this would be tantamount to “providing 
the enemy with means to harass the country.” In this context, it is important 
to investigate the provenance of the arsenal of Venezuelan weapons seized in 
Colombia from the guerillas. 

For all the reasons outlined in this letter, we request that an inves-
tigation be undertaken, an indictment be issued and action brought before the 
respective courts. It is justice that I request on this day, the 22 of July 2000, in 
the city of Caracas.
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Caracas, 25 January 2005
I write this letter in a sincere and unselfish attempt to warn you 

that a plan is now underway to overthrow President Uribe and to turn control 
of Colombia over to Fidel Castro.  The facts are the following:

The FARC and the ELN are not independent groups, nor do they 
represent the interests of the Colombian people.  They adhere to the guide-
lines of an international apparatus known as the São Paulo Forum, which was 
created by Fidel Castro to seize power throughout Latin America.   It has a vast 
network of continental support that includes political parties, labor unions, 
religious organizations, indigenous movements, guerilla groups (such as the 
FARC and the ELN) and members of the mass media.  During the last few 
years, the São Paulo Forum has gained considerable force and has expanded 
its operations, thanks to a close working relationship with an international 
structure known as the World Social Forum. 

The strategy of the São Paulo Forum (FSP, for its abbreviation in 
Spanish) is to take power through elections in countries where this can be 
done, and through armed conflict in those where it cannot.   Sometimes, it 
uses a combination of both: harassment of the government through border 

An open letter to the colombian people

There is a Plot to Overthrow President Uribe 
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disputes (the Colombian case), upheavals (the Peruvian case) or violent up-
risings (the Bolivian case), followed by elections to finish off the government 
once it has been weakened.

The Colombian guerillas are a key element in this strategy. The 
São Paulo Forum uses them as an armed wing, a training center and source of 
financing to destabilize democratic governments in the region.  Because the 
Colombian government has succeeded in dismantling a third of the FARC 
and the ELN, and is threatening to do away with them entirely, the São Paulo 
Forum has set in motion a continental plan to overthrow President Alvaro 
Uribe.  The first element of the plan is a campaign to discredit Uribe and weak-
en him politically, with the help of every FSP member in Latin America.   The 
second is to use Venezuela to jolt the Colombian government in the hope of 
creating a serious internal crisis, even though the Venezuelan people reject the 
maneuver and will not support a sterile confrontation. 

The next step for the São Paulo Forum is to take control in Bolivia, 
where the FSP supports Evo Morales’s candidacy, then to advance quickly to 
the south, until the entire Continent is under its control and placed in the 
hands of the Cuban regime. 

I believe it is my duty to warn you of the dangers that are brewing, 
so you can neutralize them.  I urge you not to succumb to provocation and to 
continue to struggle bravely against the guerillas. In doing so, you are not only 
defending your country, but also the future of every Latin American.

Alejandro Peña-Esclusa
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Caracas, 6 October 2006
In 1998, weary of corrupt and incompetent governments, the peo-

ple of Venezuela punished the country’s traditional parties by voting for Hugo 
Chávez.   However, instead of solving Venezuela’s problems, Chávez has used 
the presidency to do away with freedom and liberty, to hold public power 
hostage, to pursue his opponents aggressively and, sadder still, to promote the 
Castro-communist model throughout Latin America, contrary to the identity 
of the Venezuelan people. 

I write this letter out of serious concern that you might make the 
same mistake with Rafael Correa’s candidacy.    I assure you that he represents 
not the interests of Ecuadorans, but those of the São Paulo Forum, an organi-
zation created by Fidel Castro. Hugo Chávez, Evo Morales and the FARC in 
Colombia are all members 

If Correa wins the election, Ecuador will cease to be a free and 
sovereign country.  Cuban and Venezuelan agents will take control of its in-
stitutions, as is happening already in Bolivia. Correa will do away with de-
mocracy and impose a totalitarian dictatorship by convoking a constituent 
assembly as a means to that end.    

An Open Letter to the Ecuadoran People
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It works this way. First, the constituent assembly declares itself 
“originary” and “plenipotentiary”.  Then, it dissolves all legitimately consti-
tuted powers, such as the Congress and the Supreme Court of Justice, substi-
tuting them with new officials who submit to the authority of the executive 
branch.   Finally, it takes control of the electoral apparatus to commit fraud 
and re-elect the President indefinitely. 

This perverse script – written in Cuba and financed with an abun-
dance of Venezuelan petrodollars - has been played out in Venezuela since 
1999 and is now being staged in Bolivia. Fortunately, you still have time to 
prevent it.

In spite of being a foreigner, I voice these warnings because it is 
my moral obligation to help you avoid the unfortunate fate that has befallen 
the people of Venezuela. Do not make the same mistake!   Do not cast your 
vote out of punishment! If you do, you will regret your mistake, as we regret 
ours. I wish you success in the immediate future and extend to you my sincer-
est esteem and solidarity. 

Alejandro Peña-Esclusa
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Other Works by the Author

Classical Art and Good Government
February 2008
Classical Art and Good Government demonstrates the relationship between the 
prevailing culture and a country’s capacity to deal effectively with totalitarian-
ism.   According to the author, the materialistic concepts that prevail in today’s 
world jeopardize society. The reason is simple. If there are no values and prin-
ciples superior to our own mortal existence, then why risk a fight!  Through a 
fascinating interpretation of the works of great artists such as Dante, Shake-
speare, Schiller, Cervantes, Verdi, Beethoven and Mozart, the author shows 
that classical art transmits important values that modern society must rescue 
if it is to deal successfully with the threats it faces.  

The Continent of Hope
April 2006 – First Edition, in Spanish 
July 2006 – Portuguese Edition
September 2006 – English edition 
The Continent of Hope offers an alarming description of the true plans of the 
Latin American Left.  In the beginning, the reader experiences the pain of 
what Latin America could have been, but is not, followed by the hope that 
comes with a proposal for development that combines apparently unrelated 
themes such as history, economics, creativity, identity and moral values. It 
ends with a fascinating description of how to do away with poverty and bring 
about an economic, moral and cultural rebirth in Iberian America. 
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350 - How to Save Venezuela from Castro-Communism
June 2005
The book is a stark personal and critical account of the mistakes made dur-
ing the struggle to eject Hugo Chávez from power.   It captivates the reader 
from the onset, stirs the conscience, provokes reflection and proposes a brave 
course of action that is surprisingly direct and simple. 

Fuerza Productiva
July 2001, Issue No. 11
“A Philosophy for Development in Venezuela”
“The Government Unmasks Itself ” 
“Our Nation’s Armed Forces”
“Protesting Totalitarianism to the Din of Pots and Pans”
“An Alliance between Rich and Poor to Save the Nation”
“Shakespeare: Nobles and Their Subjects Unite to Save the Nation”
“Shiller: Ennobling the Soul to Overcome Tyranny”

Fuerza Productiva
April 2001, Issue No. 10
“Cubanization Advances in Step with the Winners”
“Building Infrastructure to Combat the Recession”
“Pedro Manuel Arcaya and the Crisis in the 1930s”

Fuerza Productiva
January 2001, Issue No. 9
“An Education Plan Made in Cuba?”
“Hamilton and the Defense of National Industry”
“St. Thomas More: An Example for Politicians”

Fuerza Productiva
October-November 2000, Issue No. 8
“Converting Plan Colombia into a Marshall Plan”
“Postmodernism and the Paralysis of Society”
“The Alcazar de Toledo: A Heroic Gesture”
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Fuerza Productiva
July-August 2000, Issue No. 7
“Parallels with the Spanish Civil War”
“An Inside Look at the São Paulo Forum”
An Analysis of the Economic Policy of the São Paulo Forum”

Fuerza Productiva
May-June 2000, Issue No. 6
“The Raw Truth about Globalization”
“Elecar: They Wanted to Be Globalized and They Were”
“Globalization Spells Unemployment”
“What is the São Paulo Forum?”

Fuerza Productiva
March-April 2000, Issue No. 5
“Marxism and Liberalism: Two Sides of the Same Coin”
“How to Solve the Housing Problem”
“It is Impossible to be Bolivarian and Marxist”

Fuerza Productiva
January-February 2000, Issue No. 4
“The Vargas Reconstruction Plan and National Development”
“Tragedy as an Ultimatum”
“The 1947 Marshall Plan”
“Why Venezuela Has Been on a Bumpy Road for the Last 200 Years”
“José María Vargas”

Fuerza Productiva
November-December 1999, Issue No. 3
“Henry Carey’s Economic Miracle”
“Macroeconomic Guidelines for Development”
“How to Integrate Latin America”
“Is Science Compatible with Catholicism”
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Fuerza Productiva
September-October 1999, Issue No. 2
“Science and Moral Values: Driving Forces of the Economy”
“Benjamin Franklin Refutes Modern Economic Theory”
“An Urgent Call to the Middle Class: How Can We Avoid a New Federal 
War?”
“Fermin Toro Tried to Avoid War by Reactivating the Economy”

Fuerza Productiva
June-July 1999, Issue No. 1
“How to Develop a Successful Economic Program”
“How Roosevelt Saved the United States from Economic Collapse”
“Federico List: Father of the Nation’s Economy”
“The Catholic Concept of Ownership”

The São Paulo Forum’s Plan to Conquer Venezuela
November 1998

Let’s Make Venezuela an Industrial Giant
July 1998


